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Inspector’s training: key element for the success

� The quality of inspections is directly related to the knowledge and
professionalism of those responsible for the inspection.

� It is essential that designated inspectors have adequate training
and that this is taught by professionals and / or recognized
centers.

Harmonized 
inspector’s 

training process

Guaranty of 
quality of the 

process

Mutual 
recognition 
among EU 

Members and 
regions
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Training… or at least Information during the inspection

Results of visual inspection must be explained/commented with the farmer
during the procedure itself.

Results of different measurements (nozzle flow rate, pressure gauge, horizontal
distribution,…) must be explained (time consuming estimated 5-10 min)
immediately after the measurement process.

Those actions will increase the success on the comprehension of inspection
bulletin and will promote the modification/changes necessaries on the sprayer
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Inspector’s training
(Example of Spain)

�Official certificate mandatory for Directors and
Technicians of workshops
�This certificate (renewable every 5 years) will be
acquired after the attendance to mandatory training
courses delivered by official institutions

What?

Who?

�Universities (AgEng Departments)
�Official training centers
�Research and Development Institutes
�Whatever other official institution if considered
�Local authorities will design their own training facilities
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Aspects for organisation
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Official responsible of training courses

Inspector’s training courses should be delivered by official bodies 
(universities, research institutes, advisors) which demonstrated 
their aptitude in teaching and wide knowledge of the contents

Participants requirements

Adequate background on the subject should be requested to 
attendants. Basic knowledge in agricultural machinery, pesticides, 
crop protection will help in a good profitability of the course 
activities.
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Teacher’s qualification

High level (professors, researchers, technicians) with demonstrated 
experience in training activities

Course duration

There is a wide range of variation in actual training courses 
organised at different EU MS, from 16 to 40 hours. Official organizers 
should design the adequate length of the courses depending on the 
background of attendants. Experience from some countries as Italy 
or Spain indicate that one week training course represents an 
successful model.

Training courses: main aspects
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Course items

SPISE has proposed a full course item’s list. MS are invited to take this 
proposal into account to design and develop training courses based on 
part or total list, depending on the background level of the attendants.

Training courses: main aspects

• Environmental, technical and biological motives for inspection
• Basic knowledge on sprayers
• Legislation and administrative procedures
• Health and safety for inspection staff
• Inspection of PAE
• Test equipment and calibration of test equipment
• Complete practical inspection of PAE
• Calibration of sprayers, adjustment, nozzle selection
• Best Management Practices
• Upgrading of sprayers (new technologies,…)
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Proposed structure of training course

Theory 
(60%)

•Inspection

•Calibration

•Legislation

•Best Practices

•Equipment

Practices 
(40%)

•Equipment

•Inspection

•Software

•Calibration

•Safety

Exam

•Test 
(oral/written)

•Practical activity
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Theory & Practices

The total time of the course should be dedicated to theoretical and 
practical activities. Experience from several MS indicates that practical 
activities are very well appreciated for the attendants.

Exam

An official exam comprising questions from all the selected topics must 
be arranged. It is recommended to arrange combined exams, including 
theoretical questions (oral/written) with practical exercises (complete 
inspection of at least 1 sprayer).

Training courses: main aspects
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Validity of inspector’s licence

Validity period of inspector’s licence vary among EU MS. In general, this 
period is established between 3-5 years. After this period, is mandatory 
to follow the officially designed refreshment course.

Refreshment course

A very short course (1-2 days) to upgrade the attendants with the latest 
news concerning the inspection procedure. Technical, organisational, 
administrative and legal aspects should be considered in those courses.

Training courses: main aspects
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Inspector’s training course should be
organized/delivered by:

1.Official bodies with recognized
experience

2.Official and/or private institutions
with experience

3.Only universities
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Contents of the inspector’s 
training course

1. Should be defined and
harmonized among all MS

2. Every MS should arrange their
own course independently

3. Should be focused strictly to
inspection topics
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Material for practical activities
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Use dedicated software for inspections
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The exam
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� 30 questions multi answer
� Minimum requested mark: 7/10
� Conditions published in the Official Journal of the MS
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Manual of inspections: interesting tool
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Spain Italy Sweden Serbia
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Case study: Spain & Italy
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� In both cases Agricultural Universities have been
responsible of the organization of training activities

� Course length: 40 hours (whole week)
� Theory & Practices: around 60% theory and 40% practices
� Exam: Theory: oral & written; Practices: complete
inspection of a sorted sprayer

Spain Italy
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Topics of the course
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(Balsari et al., 2012 – SPISE)
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Topics of the course

(Balsari et al., 2012 – SPISE)
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Topics of the course
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Practical activities

25

(Balsari et al., 2012 – SPISE)
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Practical activities
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Background of the attendants to 
the courses:

1. Should be requested
according certain minimum
of expertise

2. It cannot be defined and
courses should be free open

3. It is not relevant for the
success of the course
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Considering the distribution between 
theoretical and practical activities

1. Theoretical aspects should be
the most important part

2. It should be mandatory a
minimum time for practical
activities

3. Attendants should have already
the practical expertise and
inspectors training course
should be focused only in
legal/administrative procedure
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Differences among EU MS
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(Andersen & Nilsson, 2012 – SPISE)
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Differences among EU MS

(Andersen & Nilsson, 2012 – SPISE)
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Differences among EU MS

(Andersen & Nilsson, 2012 – SPISE)
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(Andersen & Nilsson, 2012 – SPISE)

Differences among EU MS
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